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         All members are invited to attend our annual Membership Luncheon 
on  Thursday,  May 26 at Club Casa.  Our guest speaker this year is Dr. 
Margaret B. Lee, President, Oakton Community College. 
 

       Dr. Lee has dedicated her life to education and earned her doctorate  in 
English Language and Literature from the University of Chicago. She has 
been president of Oakton Community College since 1995 and has served as 
a lecturer and advisor to community colleges throughout the world.  Dr. Lee 
will speak to our members about the challenges of work and learning in the 
21st century. 
 

       The luncheon also honors the 2011 Chamber Foundation Scholarship 
winners. Each year the Chamber awards  three $2,000 scholarships to stu-
dents whose parents are employed at a Chamber member business.  Founded in 1989, the Chamber 
Foundation provides  educational and professional development  programs to our members, supports 
education in the community and has awarded over sixty scholarships.  The Chamber Foundation is 
supported by various events throughout the year and through the generous donations of our members. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT SOUGHT  
FOR ANNUAL DES PLAINES  
LETTER CARRIERS FOOD DRIVE 
 The Self-Help Closet & Pantry of Des Plaines and the Des 
Plaines branch of the National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) 
are appealing to the community for assistance with the 19th annual 
NALC Food Drive on Saturday, May 14. 
 Every year at this time, residents and businesses are asked to 
leave nonperishable food items outside their door for local letter carri-
ers and community volunteers to collect. Des Plaines businesses that 
would like to participate can collect food for pick-up on Friday, May 
13 during regular business hours.  The food that is collected in Des Plaines benefits residents in 
need who are clients of the Self-Help Closet & Pantry of Des Plaines. Currently the Self-Help 
Closet & Pantry serves approximately 1,000 residents each month. 
 Volunteers are needed to sort food at the pantry, 600 E. Algonquin Rd., and to assist the 
letter carriers by canvassing neighborhoods by car and bringing food to the Des Plaines Post Of-
fice on May 14.  The food is weighed at the Post Office and then transported to the food pantry.   
 Nearly 1,500 local NALC branches in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, Guam and the Virgin Islands are involved in the annual food drive. 
 For further information or to volunteer on May 14, contact Debra Walusiak, the pan-
try’s Executive Director, at 847/337-1443. 
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    Advertise 
    In the 2011 

        Football  Raffle Book 
1200 books will be printed and sent to 

every business for increased advertising exposure. 
 

The Monday Night Football Raffle is an exciting way 
to raise awareness of your business while supporting  
the Chamber. 1200  Football Raffle advertising books will be 
published and will be in circulation from July through February. 
Advertising space is exclusive to Chamber members at reason-
able prices. A business card is only $40!   For more information 
or to purchase an ad, please call the Chamber office.  
 

MULTI-CHAMBER  
NETWORKING 

 BREAKFAST 
Wednesday, May 18 

7:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
at Holiday Inn North Shore 

5300 W. Touhy Avenue, Skokie 
Expand your business network at this multi chamber event  
that includes members of  eighteen area chambers. 

 

RSVP  Wednesday, May 11 
 

Member Registration Fee: $25   ($35 after  May 11) 
 

Non-Member Fee: $35  

Chamber Orientation   
May 19       9:00 am 

Chamber Office 
 

Chamber Orientation  provides a  comprehensive look 
at the Chamber’s benefits, services and programs. Learn 
how to maximize your membership to make new business 
connections, market your business and get involved.  
 

This event is free and open to all members and prospec-
tive members who want to learn how to make their  
membership work for them!. Please register on line at 
dpchamber.com or call the office at 847-824-4200.  



American Star Realty. 
2250 S. Devon Ave., #249 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
847-375-9293 

B&E Accounting Services, Inc. 
119 S. Emerson Street  #378 
Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 
847-818-1040 

Koelig & Associates 
1336 Whitcomb 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
847-299-4085 

 

Home Comfort Heating & Cooling 
550 Busse Highway 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 
847-824-4336 

Des Plaines Office Equipment 
1020 Bonaventure Dr. 
Elk Grove, IL 60007 
847-879-6400 

C.R.C. Painting & Decorating 
1405 N. Phoenix 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
847-824-3496 

SHIFT 
95 E. Bradrock Drive 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
847-824-4400 

 

Platinum Members 

Accurate Auto Clinic, Inc. 
1580 Oakton Street 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
847-297-1330 

Ace Hardware 
1045 E Oakton Street 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
847-824-7201 

AlphaGraphics, Inc. 
1583 Lee Street 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
847-296-9225 

AMA Dancers & Co. 
216 N Graceland, 2nd Fl.. 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
847-727-7066 

Horton Wellness & Chiropractic 
960 N Rand Road Suite 207 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
847-296-3877 

Pesche’s Flower Shop, 
Garden Center & Nursery 
170 S. River Road 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
847-299-1300 

Johanson Corp. 
Painting & Decorating 
211 E. Rand Road 
Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 
847-577-6900 

UOP 
25 E. Algonquin Road 
Des Plaines, IL 60017 
847-391-2000 

PLATINUM 

Katie’s Kitchen 
623 N. Wolf Road 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
847– 803-3544 

Richterworks Web 
108 S. I-Oka Ave. 
Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 
847-577-0491 

AMA DANCERS & CO. IS NOW 
AMA DANCE & MUSIC SCHOOL  

Working Capital Solutions, Inc. 
2400 E. Devon Suite 211 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
847-297-3957 

Lattoff YMCA 
300 Northwest Hwy. 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
847-296-3376 

Paint Meisters, Inc. 
1478 Van Buren 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
847-471-6701 

Q: Why did you change your school name? 
A. Our music program has grown to 100+ students in only 3 years and is every bit as strong as our dance pro-

gram! 
 

Q. What kind of music lessons do you offer? 
A. Private guitar, piano, voice and violin. We also have group piano! 
 

Q: How many students attend AMA? 
A: A total of 452 at this very moment! 
 

Q: What is the best part of attending AMA? 
A: We make learning fun! We have contests, incentives for practicing, raffles and parties! We even take time to 

celebrate each students birthday. Parents love that we save them hours of time (and gas!) each week! We 
have a family of 4 children that take  dance, tumbling and piano. That’s 12 activities in only 3 hours! 

 

Q: What events do you have coming up? 
A: Our music recital is May 21st at the DP Library! Our dance/tumbling production," All in a Day’s Work” will be held June 11-12. Each routine in  
         the  show is themed around a local business. We have 46+ businesses involved and it has a wonderful experience working with them and putting it  
        together.                                        Ann Marie Frank, President, AMA DANCE & MUSIC SCHOOL 

         216 N. Graceland, 2nd Floor 
             Des Plaines, IL  60016 
 

     Call us today! 
     847-727-7066 
 

Visit our website for 
Fall 2011 class schedule and 
avideo tour of our facility! 

  www.amadancers.com 



 

 

Connecting Businesses Business News 
Local Suburban Businesses Save Money, Benefit Environment by            
                                         Going Green’ 
      Commercial, government, and nonprofit organizations take advantage of 
                    financial rebates and opportunities to reduce carbon footprint 

Commercial, government, and nonprofit organizations in the north suburbs are saving money on energy costs while lowering 
their carbon footprint – and are encouraging other local businesses to do the same. The Nicor Gas Energy Efficiency Program 
is offering financial rebates to customers who install qualifying natural gas-saving products, including furnaces, boilers, water 
heaters, and steam traps. The program also offers financial rebates to customers who develop a customized natural gas reduc-
tion plan for their business. 

 

Through participation in the Nicor Gas Energy Efficiency Program, a service available to both residential and non-residential 
customers, businesses are reducing their operating costs while taking an important step to help lower their natural gas usage – 
benefiting both the environment and the community at large. 

 

“Spring is an optimal time for businesses to install new energy efficient equipment that will help them save money and reduce 
their operating costs all year long,” said Kevin Kirby, Vice President of Customer Care for Nicor Gas. “In addition to the cost 
savings benefits, this program is making it easier for our customers to use less energy, helping them ensure a more environmen-
tally responsible business and workplace.” 

 

Non-residential customers served on rates 4 and 74 that have already participated in the program include restaurants, shops, 
government offices, places of worship, apartment buildings, nonprofit organizations, and manufacturing facilities, among many 
others. 

 

“In addition to reduced energy costs, installing energy efficiency upgrades can improve building system operating effectiveness, 
which can yield a more comfortable indoor environment for employees and customers. 

 

More than 100 non-residential customers across Illinois have already taken advantage of the Nicor Gas Energy Efficiency Pro-
gram. To date, Nicor Gas has issued more than $450,000 in rebates to non-residential customers – and additional funds are 
available until May 31, 2011. 
For more information on the Nicor Gas Energy Efficiency Program, please visit 
www.nicorgasrebates.com. 



May After Hours 
Tuesday -  May 10 

5 to 7 pm 
Millennium Bank 
2077 Miner Street 

Des Plaines 

 

 

Creating Opportunities Networking After Hours 

Dennis Vaccaro, RV En-
terprises, was the lucky  
split-the-pot winner for 
April. All proceeds from 
the monthly split-the-pot 
raffle benefit the Cham-
ber Foundation and our 
scholarship fund. 

Chamber Board President, Scott Seifert (far right) 
thanks US Bank for hosting the April After Hours. 
Pictured (l to r) are Rosemont Branch Manager Doug 
Karlic,  Lee Street Branch Manager Bruce Teresi, Oak-
ton Street Branch Manager David Dershelter and Dis-
trict Manager Tony Gambino. 

Chamber members enjoyed a great evening of networking, appetizers, desserts and beverages at the 
April After Hours hosted by US Bank, 1123 E. Oakton Street.  Our hosts also provided several prizes 
for the business card drawing and gifts for all attendees.  Monthly After Hours provide our members 
with the opportunity to make new business contacts in an informal setting and allows our hosts to 
highlight their business. 



 

 

New Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Auto-Dealers/Leasing 

Napleton’s Des Plaines Chrysler Jeep Dodge 
77 Rand Road 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
847-298-0900 
847-298-7799 
www.desplainescjd.com 
 

Beauty Consultants 

 

Susan Van De Mark –  
Mary Kay Beauty Consultant 
819 Graceland, #201 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
847-299-1336 
http://www.marykay.com/Susan.Vandemark 
 

Carpet Cleaners 

 

Double D Carpet Cleaners 
344 S. Wilkins Dr. 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
847-298-0668 
847-298-3124 
 

Charter Buses 

 

Aries Charter Transportation 
616 S. Kolmar 
Chicago, IL 60624 
773-826-2000 
773-826-2100 
www.ariescharter.com 
 

Dentists 

 

Dr. Gregory Tietzer, DDS 
1400 E. Golf Road, Suite 125 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
847-827-7990 
847-827-7852 
www.straight-teeth-fast.com 
 
 

Doggie Daycare.Overnight.Grooming 

 

Go Doggie Home Doggie 
1381 E. Oakton Street, Suite 1 
Des Plaines, Il 60018 
847-635-9600 
www.godoggiehomedoggie.com 
 

Financial Services 

 

IBT 
1400 E. Touhy Avenue, Suite 145 
Des Plaines, Il 60018 
773-973-1536 
www.ibanktech.net 

 

Working Capital Solutions, Inc. 
2400 E. Devon, Suite 211 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
847-297-3597 
www.webbankwcs.com 
 

Grocery 

 

International Fresca Market 
727 W. Golf Road. 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
847-640-8950 
847-640-8951 
 

Hotels 

 

Hyatt Rosemont 
6350 N. River Road 
Rosemont, IL 60018 
847-518-1234 
847-518-0855 
www.rosemont.hyatt.com 
 
Medical Equipment 

 

American Home Medical Supplies 
8802 W. Dempster St. 
Niles, IL 60714 
847-635-8900 
847-635-8901 
www.med-equpments.com 
 
 

Mortgages/Senior Citizen Services 

Bonnie Pruzaniec, 
Medicare Insurance Agent 
1428 E. Lincoln Ave. 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
708-204-4076 
 

Painters 

 

Paint Meisters Inc. 
1478 Van Buren 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
847-471-6701 
 

Plumber/Sewer & Drain Cleaning 

 

Rapid Rooter Sewer & Drain Inc. 
8057 N. Octavia Avenue 
Niles, IL 60714 
773-878-0723 
847-583-0071 
www.rapidrooterillinois.com 
 

Security Products/Services 

 

EGIS Security Services 
4415 W. Harrison 
Hillside, IL 60162 
708-236-5749 
708-236-5751 
www.egissecurityinc.com 
 

Social Service Organization 
Des Plaines Elks Lodge 
495 Lee Street 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
847-824-1526 
847-824-2036 
www.elks.org 
 
Wine/Spirits 

 

A Hardy USA Ltd. 
1400 E. Touhy Avenue, Suite 120 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
847-298-2358 
847-298-2714 
www.ahardyusa.com 
 
 

30 Years – 1981 

 

Mid-America Overseas, Inc. 
The Cleanery Cleaners, Inc. 
 
20 Years – 1991 

 

Tiffany’s Restaurant 
 
15 Years – 1996 

 

Army Navy Supply Depot, Inc. 
The Willows Academy 
 
 
 

 
10 Years – 2001 
 

Mark Thompson, Attorney at Law 
 
5 Years – 2006 

 

Park Ridge Commons LLC 
 
1 Year – 2010 

 

A.L. Fase & Co. Customs Brokers 
Busse Auto Body, Inc. 
Cass Security – ADT Authorized Dealer 
Dental Vue 
 
 
 

1 Year – 2010 
 
 

Edison Graphics 
GP Logistics, Inc. 
Heart Check America 
Law Office of Jason C. Schram 
Midwest Gaming & Entertainment, LLC 
Richterworks Web – P 
UltraPure Bottling Systems 
Universal Window Direct 
Woodstar Remodeling 

 Member  
Anniversaries 



                               
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, May 6 - 7:30 am 
First  Friday 
Katie’s Kitchen, 623 N. Wolf Rd 
Enjoy a continental breakfast while you  obtain 
solid business leads at this structured network-
ing event. 
Cost: $10    Members Only 
Registration Deadline: May 4 
 
Friday, May 6 - 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 
North Shore Women’s Conference 
Skokie Banquet & Conference Center 
5300 W. Touhy Ave., Skokie 
This event features an Expo with businesses of 
interest to women , plus breakout sessions  
and a luncheon with Keynote Speaker, Chef 
Gale Gand.   
Expo only: no charge 
Luncheon: $30 
Call 847-945-4660 to register 
 
Tuesday, May 10 - 5:00 to 7:00 pm 
Networking After Hours 
Millennium Bank, 2077 Miner Street 
Come out and meet your fellow chamber 
members at this popular monthly event. The 
evening includes appetizers, beer, wine, soft 
drinks and a business card drawing. 
Registration Deadline: May 9 
 
Wednesday, May 18 - 7:30 to 9:30 am 
Multi-Chamber Networking Breakfast 
Holiday Inn North Shore, 5300 W Touhy 
Join with members of 18 area chambers at this 
fast paced networking event. 
Cost: $25 by May 9  $35 after May 9 
Registration Deadline: May 9 
 
 

Thursday,  May 19 - 9:00 am 
Chamber Orientation 
Chamber Offices  
1400 E. Oakton, Des Plaines 
Come and learn all that your chamber can do 
for you.  This informative meeting will assist 
new members as well as seasoned members 
learn about the variety of  ways the Chamber 
can help you increase your bottom line: 
marketing opportunities, networking events 
and tips, professional development and work-
shops 
Registration Deadline: May 18 
 
Friday, May 20 - 8:00 to 9:00 am 
Young Professional Coffee Talk 
Caribou Coffee, 
90 E. Northwest Highway 
Mt. Prospect 
Join with young professionals from the Des 
Plaines and Mt. Prospects chambers and ex-
pand your network. 
No registration necessary. 
 
Tuesday, May 24 - 7:00 to 9:30 am 
Multi-Chamber Breakfast 
Sam’s Club, 
101 W. Oakton 
 Des Plaines 
Join with members of the Des Plaines, Mt. 
Prospect, Niles, Rolling Meadows and Rose-
mont Chambers at this progressive networking 
event.  
Registration deadline: May 20 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thursday, May 26 - 11:30am to 1:30 pm 
Membership Luncheon 
Club Casa Café 
 353 N. River Rd. 
Des Plaines 
Guest Speakers:  
Dr. Margaret Lee, President 
Oakton Community College 
Join us as we honor our 2011 Scholarship  
winners at the annual spring membership 
luncheon. 
Cost: $30 Members  $35 non-members 
Registration deadline: May 16 
 
Thursday, May 26 - 5:00 to 7:00 pm 
Young Professional After Hours 
Headquarters Design Studio, Inc. 
637 W. Golf Rd, Des Plaines 
If you are 40 or under and looking to expand  
your business network then join us at this in-
formal networking event. The evening includes 
Mai Tai’s, light appetizers, socializing and a 
business card drawing. 
Registration Deadline: May 25 
 
Tuesday, May 31 - 11:30 am to 1:00 pm 
Women in Business  
Chamber Office, 1401 E. Oakton 
Program: Windows 7 Live 
Presenter: Mike McCarthy 
                   A&W Consulting 
The program covers new features of Windows 
7 and how it compares to Windows XP and 
Vista. Opportunity to ask questions and learn 
how it integrates with other products. 
Registration deadline: May 24 
Lunch is provided! 

 

 

Meetings and Events 

Travel with the Chamber!                            Trip to China 
                                                     November 7 - 15, 2011 

The trip includes: 
 
 
 
 
See the Great Wall of China, the Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square,  Lingyin Temple and more as you travel through China. 
For people interested in learning more about doing business with China there will be an optional Economic Briefing with business leaders.   
 

Cost:  $2099 per person double occupancy 
 

     To learn more about this wonderful opportunity, attend an informational meeting on May 19 5:30 p.m. a the Chamber office. Please call 
the Chamber office or register on-line for the meeting. 

• Beijing, Shanghai and Hangzhou 
• 7 Nights Five-Star Hotels 
• 20 meals 

• Comprehensive Sightseeing 
• Inter-air Beijing/Shanghai 
• Roundtrip Airfare from LAX (Los Angeles) 



       

      
 

 

Creating Opportunities Connecting Businesses 

 

Luncheon and Keynote Speaker - Gale Gand “Kitchen Confidential” 
 $30 per person 
Gale Gand, executive pastry chef and partner in the four star restaurant TRU in Chicago and host of the Food Network’s “Sweet Dreams”, will 
share her celebrity experiences and how this local girl from Deerfield got her start. Gand has appeared on “Iron Chef America”, “Martha Stewart”, 
“Baking with Julia (Child)” and has judged Top Chef. She is also an accomplished cookbook author and was chosen by Mayor Daley to create a 
special desert for the President of China on his recent visit to Chicago. 
 

Exhibitors Welcome!  $250 Chamber Members  $350 non-member 
Expo booth with 6’ exhibit table and skirting  -  listing in Program Book  -  One lunch ticket 

Premier Sponsor Presenting Sponsors: 








